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Gratitude and a Smile. 

This is what families have for PDI and what PDI has for you. I am   

immensely grateful to all of you who have helped PDI treat more than 2,500 children with  
severe tooth decay, and provide prevention education to over 9,000 families despite     
MediCal and Healthy Family cuts.  A few highlights: 
 
S.H. Cowell Grant.  Because of many local families and businesses, PDI matched a 
$50,000 grant from S.H. Cowell. We will use this grant to cover a loan and work toward 
raising a reserve in the event that there are more budget cuts.  
 
Founders Circle Event.  In May, Trione Winery and     
Vineyards (a Founders Circle member) generously hosted 
PDI³s Founders Circle event for donors who have given 
more than $100,000.  This was a wonderful thank you event.  
 
Second Annual Make Kids Smile Award.  Our Make Kids 
Smile Luncheon and Auction was a tremendous success.  
Rita Scardaci received the Make Kids Smile Award, as well 
as recognition from Representatives Wes Chesbro and 
Noreen Evans, and from The California Endowment.  
Thanks to the generosity of our community, we also raised 
over $50,000, including the funds to purchase two new   
anesthesia monitors for both operating rooms. 
 
Project Smiles .  United Way hosted Project Smiles, and 
this fashionable event raised awareness of PDI³s services, 
with many of PDI³s donors sponsoring lovely Rami Kashou designer gowns.   
 
Thank You!  We look forward to sharing 2010 with you, and hope that you continue to  
support PDI Surgery Center so that Together, We Make Kids Smile.    
Visit. Volunteer. Donate.  
 

Happy Holidays!    
 
Smile, Viveka  

Visit us online at:  

www.pedidental.org  

Visit.  

Volunteer.  
Donate.  

 
1380 19th Hole Dr.  

Windsor, CA 95492  
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A Word From the CEO  

PDI makes a direct difference in children³s lives, with real, tangible results.  Without PDI, kids 
miss school because of toothaches and parents miss work seeking emergency care in local ERs 
and clinics.  Without PDI and our partners, families can³t access treatment and do not learn how 
to care for teeth with proper oral care and healthy nutrition. 

  Sonoma  Mendo  Lake Napa Marin  Totals  

Kids actually treated  1,273 593 276 229 73 2,517 

Kids that did not show -up/cancellations 1 287 145 87 54 11 584 

New patients scheduled for treatment  123 32 26 16 9 206 

Families that received travel assistance 2 34 32 68 22 3 159 

Since opening in January, 2008: 

Results  

*This also includes 73 patients served from the following counties: Butte, Del Norte, Humboldt, Santa 

Cruz, Shasta, Siskiyou, Solano, Tehama.  

1 Includes kids who did not show up for their appointment at all (no-shows), and appointments that were cancelled 
because the child was sick, or did not follow pre-surgery instructions.  Most of these cancellations were rescheduled. 

2 Includes the number of kids that came down on the Lake County Van, in addition to PSP funds  

Rita Scardaci, Director, Department 
of Health Services, Sonoma County 
with Viveka Rydell 

Become a Fan and Follow us!  
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PDI Matches S.H. Cowell Grant  
 
Earlier this year, PDI received a $50,000 matching grant from the S.H. Cowell Foundation in 
San Francisco. Several PDI donors generously came forward with the required matching funds. 
Among those donating were Henry and Holly Wendt, Connie Codding, John K. Grech, Jeannie 

Schulz, Marcus Benedetti, Eve and Clarence Barker, Dr. and Mrs. Rydell, Henry and Eileen 
Trione, Gina and George Martinelli, Dr. and Mrs. Panting, Dr. Doug Lewis, and Kaiser  
Permanente. Thank you!  
 

Winner of 2009 Gold  
Aster Awards  
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We provide dental surgery under general anesthesia only.  We ask 
that every referral is complete and accurate, including:  
 
Reason for referral, per American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry.   

Reason for referral, per American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry 

Current dental treatment plans, x-rays and/or photos.  

Every patient must have a Health and Physical Exam done by their 
primary or assigned doctor, and must be received at least a week 
before their surgery date. 

 
Contact our Case Managers, Sandra and Wendy, for questions  
regarding referrals, transportation needs, general surgery or insurance at 
wlopez@pedidental.org & suribe@pedidental.org.   

Top: Wendy Lopez 

Bottom: Sandra Uribe 
 

Senseless Deaths Caused by Untreated Tooth Decay  

As a stark reminder of the broken system of   
dental care, including dismal reimbursement 
from MediCal, and the lack of access to den-
tists who accept MediCal, three people died in 

the last few years, from preventable dental in-
fections, when the infection from an untreated 
tooth spread to their brain.   
 
Wendy Lopez joined participating organizations 
at Napa Valley College on November 1st to 
celebrate Dia de Los Muertos, (Day of the 
Dead), with an altar honoring three people  

who have died: Diamonte Driver, a 12-year old 
Maryland boy, a six -year old Mississippi boy, 
and (most recently) an adult woman from 
Michigan.   
 
Wendy said, ´I just want to bring awareness to 
parents and help them understand how important oral health is, while honoring those who have 
suffered because of lack of access to dental care.µ 
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pervasive, heart -wrenching problem in many of the Central and Northern California 

communities where the Foundation is active, and because PDI is one of a precious few 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���V�H�U�L�R�X�V�O�\���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���w���� 

Ken Doane, Senior Program Officer, S.H. Cowell  

Dia de Los Muertos display honoring those who 

have died from tooth decay 


